
Training and Naps 
A typical 14-hour departure day

Let me take you back to a 
Saturday in early April. I (Tyler) 
boarded a bus with the driver, 
Jose, my son, Bryan, our new 
Short-term Team (STT) 
Coordinator, Isbelis, and eight 
team members from Atlanta. We 
left Misahuallí just after 7:30 am, 
traversing the stunning Andes 
mountains in the morning, 
followed by an afternoon enjoying 
the wonders of the equator. We 
planned to climb the towers of the 
Basilica Cathedral, browse and 
bargain at an open-air artisanal 
market, and cap off the day with a 
lovely dinner together, watching 
Quito light up as the sun set. This 
was a typical last day for most 
teams finishing 
their time in 
Ecuador with 
JKC. I had 
guided this 
excursion many 
times for various 
teams, but this 
day held a special importance; it 
was Bryan's first time joining, and 
I was training Isbelis to host 
future teams later in the summer. 
By mid-afternoon, the warm day 
had taken its toll on us, and we 
were starting to feel tired after 
lunch on the bus and a visit to the 
equator. With a 40-minute bus 
ride ahead to get to the Basilica, I 
anticipated that Bryan, still just, 

would likely fall asleep on the 
bus, especially with his favorite 
team member by his side. 
While this was good for him, it 
meant I had to alter my 
training plans for Isbelis. 
Instead of guiding each stop 
myself, I prepared her to take 
the lead at an attraction she had 
never guided before. Isbelis 
was understandably nervous, 
but she embraced the challenge 
with confidence. Once we 
arrived at the Basilica, she 
hosted with poise, leading the 
team through the beautiful 
cathedral. We completed our 
visit with enough time to 
browse the market and even 

make it to dinner 
ahead of schedule! 
This day marked the 
successful end of 
our spring season, 
during which we 
hosted five teams 
between March and 

April. Isbelis, a Venezuelan 
immigrant who has lived in 
Ecuador for about ten years, 
has proven to be incredibly 
personable, coachable, and 
adaptable. Together with Laura 
and Isbelis, we eagerly 
anticipate the summer team 
season, starting May 10th and 
running through just after the 
4th of July. 
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Prayer Requests 
   

 Prayers for upcoming 
summer team season. 
 

 Praise! Gramps’ recent 
visit to the jungle! 
 

 Prayers for Healing Play 
Therapy with Bryan. 

 
 Praise! Tyler’s shoulder 

is feeling stronger 
through consistent PT. 
 

 Continued discernment 
for JKC’s open director 
position. 

 
 New members for our 

HomeTeam. 
 

“We must become all 
things to all men so that we 
might save some for the 
sake of the Gospel.” 
 1 Corinthians 9:22-23 



Melisa’s Ministry 
God works through us to reach others. 

One afternoon, I brought one of 
our teammates to our house 
with her mom and sister. We 
had a loose plan for them to 
meet Bryan and Melisa and 
then go into town for ice cream 
altogether. You see, when a 
teammate gets to host family 
members, it's like the rest of us 
are meeting extended family 
for the first time. We often hear 
stories about their family and 
vice versa as we all do life 
together here. In this case, I 
texted her mom a 
time or two while 
planning a surprise 
for her daughter, 
and I met every 
other family member 
except her, so there 
was excitement in 
finally meeting.  We arrived at 
our house and sat around the 
living room while Melisa had 
her after-nap-time milk. When 
she finished, I went to wake up 
Bryan from his nap, and to no 
surprise, he was not okay with 

the idea of waking up, even 
when enticed with ice cream 
and new friends. As we all gave 
Bryan space to wake up, the 
sister was on the play mat with 
Melisa, enjoying her every 
move for probably 30 minutes. 
Their mom snapped pictures of 
them while she and I discussed 
everything, from brain science 
to languages.  Later, at ice 
cream and out of earshot, her 
mom explained that she 
quickly grabbed those photos 
and sent them to her husband 
because that was the first time 
she'd seen her daughter smile 
in over a year. I don't know her 
story, but I could tell that this 
mama had been trying to reach 
her daughter and was 
overwhelmed by the grace of 
God in those moments with 
Melisa where she saw hope. We 
had a few more moments 
together during their trip, and 
each time this sister scooped 
Melisa up into her arms, the 
smile returned as they just 

clicked. On other occasions, 
Melisa has spent entire prayer 
meetings in the lap of one or 
another missionary who had a 
bad day and just needed the 
presence of pure joy. Melisa has 
no idea about her impact on 
others daily, but we know that 
the Lord can use her to further 
His Kingdom, even if we don't 
see the lasting impact. We 
likely won't see this family 
again, but the mom's hope and 
her daughter's joy were real 
and will continue to be used by 
Jesus as he walks with 
them.  There is a lyric in an old 
Point of Grace song: "You use 
all these things to speak to me, 
could it be Your using me in 
someone else's life? I wouldn't 
be surprised."  I compel you to 
think about the ministry the 
Lord may do through you to 
reach another one of His 
precious children.  
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